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JUSTICE NEEDS STUDY PROCESS



Asking the questions

1.

2.

3.

How much time do we have to stay in the current jail?

Do we need a new jail and why?

What size, how many beds, and how do we tackle 

future growth?



1

Á Address the existing Jail Design

Á Understand the Capacity

Á Address the future Potential of the current Jail

How much time do we have to stay in the current jail?



Address the existing Jail design

Design: The Jail was designed in 1974. It is 46 years old.
Total square footage of the building is 25,350 ft².
The jail was designed in April of 1974. Approximately 60% of the square footage is 
used as secured detention areas, and the other 40% is used by the sheriff and 
staff.



Understand the Capacity

Capacity: The jail has four (4) dayrooms with cells and two (2) dormitory-style housing areas. The plan 
below shows the square footage and cell count for each dayroom with cells and dormitory area. Your 
current calculation of rated bed count is 51. Beds

A general summary of the ACA standards metrics that we see in county jails works like this:

Single bed cells require 35 ft² per person of unencumbered space. Add 24 ft² for the bed and toilet/sink 
unit, which is the encumbered area, which yields 59 ft² for a single bed cell unit.

Double bed cells require 70 ft² of unencumbered space for two people. Add 24 ft² for the bed and 
toilet/sink unit. This yields 94 ft² for a double bed cell unit.

Dormitory housing requires 50 ft² per person of total space, including bunked areas and dayrooms plus 
Toilet Shower space.

Your ACA standard capacity rated bed count would need to be reduced from 51 rated beds to 31 rated 
beds.

80% rule

Your usable bed count would then go from a 42 usable bed count to a 24 usablebed count.



Address the future Potential of the current Jail

1 -5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΚ

2 - Is the current site big enough to accommodate expansion?

3 - Is the current building considered a historical structure?

4 - Is there enough service capacity for this site to expand?

5 - Will the cost of expansion and renovation exceed the cost of new construction?

6 - Does a new justice facility fit into a vision.

7 - Is the site of the current jail valuable as a community asset?
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