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Asking the questions
1.

How much time do we have to stay in the current jail?

2.

Do we need a new jail and why?

3.

What size, how many beds, and how do we tackle
future growth?
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How much time do we have to stay in the current jail?

▪ Address the existing Jail Design
▪ Understand the Capacity
▪ Address the future Potential of the current Jail

Address the existing Jail design
Design: The Jail was designed in 1974. It is 46 years old.
Total square footage of the building is 25,350 ft².
The jail was designed in April of 1974. Approximately 60% of the square footage is
used as secured detention areas, and the other 40% is used by the sheriff and
staff.

Understand the Capacity
Capacity: The jail has four (4) dayrooms with cells and two (2) dormitory-style housing areas. The plan
below shows the square footage and cell count for each dayroom with cells and dormitory area. Your
current calculation of rated bed count is 51. Beds
A general summary of the ACA standards metrics that we see in county jails works like this:
Single bed cells require 35 ft² per person of unencumbered space. Add 24 ft² for the bed and toilet/sink
unit, which is the encumbered area, which yields 59 ft² for a single bed cell unit.
Double bed cells require 70 ft² of unencumbered space for two people. Add 24 ft² for the bed and
toilet/sink unit. This yields 94 ft² for a double bed cell unit.
Dormitory housing requires 50 ft² per person of total space, including bunked areas and dayrooms plus
Toilet Shower space.
Your ACA standard capacity rated bed count would need to be reduced from 51 rated beds to 31 rated
beds.
80% rule
Your usable bed count would then go from a 42 usable bed count to a 24 usable bed count.

Address the future Potential of the current Jail
1 - Does the building’s configuration lend itself to ease of expansion and renovation?
2 - Is the current site big enough to accommodate expansion?
3 - Is the current building considered a historical structure?
4 - Is there enough service capacity for this site to expand?

5 - Will the cost of expansion and renovation exceed the cost of new construction?
6 - Does a new justice facility fit into a vision.
7 - Is the site of the current jail valuable as a community asset?
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The Answer
The useful life of the current jail facility is at its end.
The cost of additions and renovations to the current
facility will significantly exceed the cost of a new
building. That, accompanied with the location and
difficulty in siting an addition, makes it impractical.
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Do we need a new jail and why?

Expand existing jail
Rules & Regulations
Judges & Courts

Capacity

The current jail and its location does not lend itself to be expanded and renovated
efficiently
The state of South Dakota has no legislation requiring design standards or
operating standards for a jail facility.
American Correctional Association standards.

It is our experience that the population of the jail influences
any judge’s decision on sentencing.

The usable bed capacity of your current jail is 24 beds. Minimum size for a new jail based on your current
numbers would have eight separations of classification and an average of eight beds per classification or 64 beds

High Stress Environment

The design of justice facilities places the highest level of importance on safety
and security. Small cramped spaces with awkward workflows do not make for good conditions. The level of
stress that a poorly designed work environment creates can have a measurable effect on employee safety,
satisfaction, and turnover.

Physical Characteristics

Because of your jail’s age, the physical characteristics of the jail do not lend
themselves to safety and security.

The Answer
It is impractical to renovate and add on to the current
facility. The community and its leadership support the
judicial system and care for the safety of the
community. The current jail does not mean any
standards and is a threat to the staff and inmates.
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What size, how many beds, and how do we tackle
future growth?
Geography
Population
Area Economics
Special Events
Demographics
Historic ADP Data
Future Growth

It would be logical to see a jail located in the north part of the county.
25,741 2018 Population + Community College
Solid Steady Growth

3 Million Visitors at Local Events
Our studies have shown that rural counties have total jail beds and a
rate of approximately 0.4% of the county population. 100 Beds useable
Add in Event density 133 Beds useable. Total beds 150.
Work Release 20-50.
Charts
Plan for future addition of up to more 200

The Answer
Utilizing the data provided by the Sheriff’s Dept., one
can gauge that a 130 – 150 bed jail be sufficient.
This would provide a usable capacity of 104 – 120
beds.
A work release program and unit should also be
constructed serving an additional 20 – 50 beds.
Future expandability and planning could add a 200bed housing pod along with future courtrooms.

